IDEALISTIC  THOUGHT  OF   INDIA
we can transcend the restraint of law only through love. He
writes: "It is only those who have known that joy expresses itself
through law who have learnt to transcend the law."r Only when
we transcend law through love can we experience our freedom.
Freedom is not absence of all law, which is another name for
chaos. It is to make the laws one's own through love. Joy, love, or
unity expresses itself in various ways, which are the laws. The
moment we realize the one-ness with the Supreme Unity, the
laws become the forms of expression of our joy, and lose their
unpleasantness.
To realize our oneness with the Supreme Person is the highest
aim of our life, the greatest dharma. "We fulfil our destiny when
we go back from form to joy, from law to love, when we
untie the knot of the finite and hark back to the infinite."* But
what is this dharma ? It is truth, law, existence, norm and reality.
Tagore says: "The Sanskrt word dharma, which is usually
translated into English as religion, has deeper meaning in our
language. Dharma is the innermost nature, the essence, the
implicit truth, of all things. Dharma is the ultimate purpose that
is working in our self. When any thing is done we say that dharma
is violated, meaning that the lie has been given to our true
nature."3 "Only when the tree begins to take shape do we come
to see its dharma^ and then you can affirm without doubt that the
-Seed which has been wasted and allowed to rot in the ground has
not been thwarted in its dharma, in the fulfilment of its true
nature."4 Thus dharma is an ideal or destiny. The Supreme Man
is the dharma of the finite man.s But this is the law of all laws; it
is jyhat makes the so-called laws laws. Hence the ideal of man is
the truth of the whole world. It is the ideal towards which the
whole world moves.
The peculiarity of Tagore's Advaita is that, though it soars
high and does not avoid the greatest speculative heights, it still
wants to retain its hold on the lower levels of reality. Tagore is a
mystic, but his mysticism is no bar to his interest in the temporal
world. The value of his thought lies in the way he tries to reconcile
the results of the Advaita with active interest in the practical
world. The values of this world are not to be shunned. Asceticism
and jMnamdrga or the path of knowledge to truth are not the
only ways of realizing the Brahman. So long as we are human, to
1 Sadhana, p. 119.           * J&wZ., p. 106.           3 Ibid.t p. 74.
4 Ibid., p. 75.                         5 The Religion ofMa,nt p. 144.
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